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EXPLANATORY NOTE 


The following letter has been sent to each member of the American Psycho- 
analytic Association by five resigning members of the New York Psycho- 
analytic Society. This letter explains the reasons for their resignation: 


“Dear Colleague: 


When five individuals, all members of a professional society, feel 
impelled, for reasons not of a personal nature, to resign their membership in 
that society, an explanation to their professional colleagues is an obligation 
upon them and a matter of fundamental importance to those interested in 
the profession. 


The resignations are a response to a situation which constitutes a 
crisis in psychoanalytic education. Psychoanalysis is a young science, still 
in an experimental stage of its development, full of uncertainties, full of 
problems to which anything approaching final and conclusive answers is still 
to be sovght. As in all sciences, the solutions of these problems are directly 
dependent upon more voluminous and keener observations, as well as upon 
further weighing and consideration of observations already made. 


Education in any field consists in a passing on from an older to 
a younger generation of the truth that the older generation believes it has 
learned, as well as a bequeathing to the younger generation of the problems 
left unsolved by their elders. In psychoanalysis as it is today, we cannot 
afford to subject the younger generation to any dogmatism, we should not 
mislead it with the illusion of certainty, where none actually exists. 


There are two antithetical attitudes towards psychoanalysis today. 
One of these is based upon the awareness that psychoanalysis is still in an ex- 
perimental stage of its development. The other attitude regards psychoanalysis 
as having in many respects passed beyond this stage and holds that training 
in psychoanalysis should begin with the learning of certain concepts and 
technics which are, as they sometimes term it, “classical,” and which represent 
psychoanalysis as they conceive it to have been handed down by Freud. No 
two of these “classicists” have precisely the same notions of what “classical” 
psychoanalysis is. But they seem to be agreed that something which passes 
under the name of “classical” psychoanalysis should be first inculcated in the 
student; and that after this certain “deviating” notions of psychoanalysis may 
be taught to the student, if he so elects. 


The educational program which is based upon the conviction that 
psychoanalytic therapy — and therefore theory —is still in an experimental 
stage, and which, for want of a better term, might be called “non-classical” 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 


1s considerably less crystallized than the “classical” one. Its advocates hold 
that the student at the beginning of his training in psychoanalysis may choose 
whether he will first be exposed to “classical” or to “deviating” or “non- 
classical” concepts. They likewise hold that the student who elects to be 
personally analyzed by a “non-classicist” should be taught “classical” concepts 
in the course of his training and that the student who chooses a “classical” 
type of personal analysis should learn “deviating” notions as a part of his 
later training. 

Thus while the “classicists” are very positive about what the be- 
ginning of psychoanalytic training should be and are willing to enforce this 
view where they have the power to do so—as in the case of the disqualifica- 
tion of Dr. Karen Horney as a training analyst of the New York Psycho- 
analytic Institute the “non-classicists,” realizing that any crystalization of 
this nature is in the present circumstances premature, are of the opinion that 
the decision should in each case be left to the individual student. 

There can be no doubt that there is here drawn a real issue in 
psychoanalytic education: Shall policy in psychoanalytic training be decided 
upon the basis of the number of votes that can be mustered in favor of this 
or that theory; or shall we frankly admit that it is much too early to attempt 
a definite decision of policy? There is no question in the minds of the under- 
signed that to choose the first of these alternatives will delay rather than 
accelerate progress, not only in psychoanalytic education but in psychoanalysis 
itself. Scientific issues cannot be decided by votes or by political power in 
any form; one would have thought that the experience of Galileo with the 
Church had determined this truth once and for all. 

We have tried for many years now to combat this dogmatism in 
psychoanalytic education. Our efforts have increasingly met with frustration ; 
the “classicists” within the New York Psychoanalytic Society and its Educa- 
tional Committee have become more and more strongly intrenched in their 
dogmatism, and recent developments have convinced us of the impossibility 
of persuading them to take a more liberal attitude towards this issue. 

We have therefore felt it essential for the future of psychoanalysis 
and psychoanalytic education to dissociate ourselves from a professional or- 
ganization a majority of whose members are under the impression that scientific 
issues may legitimately be decided through the possession of political power, 
and to create a new center for psychoanalytic work, devoted to truly liberal 
and scientific principles, in psychoanalytic training, investigation and discussion. 
We invite freely all those of our colleagues who are likewise devoted to such 
principles to join with us in this endeavor. 


(signed) 

Harmon S. EpHron 
Karen Horney 
SaraH R. KeEtMan 
Bernarp S. Ropsins 
CLARA THOMPSON” 
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Prefatory Articles from the Constitution of the Association 
for the Advancement of Psychoanalysis 


ARTICLE I 


Name 


The name of this organization shall be the Association for the Advancement 
of Psychoanalysis. 


ARTICLE II 


Purpose 


The purpose of this Association shall be the study and the advancement of 
psychoanalytic science, originally developed by Sigmund Freud. It shall 
further be the purpose of this Association to encourage psychoanalytic in- 
vestigation in accordance with scientific method and to promote the under- 
standing of mental phenomena. 

The Association has a two-fold function: 1) to foster the training of 
psychiatrists in psychoanalytic therapy; 2) to disseminate to the community 
those elements in psychoanalysis which may be useful to it. 


ARTICLE III 


Membership 


Section 1. Any individual who possesses the following qualifications may be 
elected to membership in this Association: 1) graduation from a Class A 
medical school; 2) one year’s internship in general medicine in an approved 
hospital; 3) one year’s residence or internship in an approved psychiatric 
hospital or psychiatric division in an approved general hospital; 4) approved 
training in psychoanalysis. 

Section 2. Any individual who has made outstanding contribution to the 
science of psychoanalysis or to an allied field may be elected to Honorary 
Membership. 
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Tentative prospectus of required and elective courses 
offered by the American Institute for Psychoanalysis 
to students in training and interested physicians 


Subjects 


Psychoanalysis and Psychiatry 
History of Psychoanalysis 

Role of Sexuality in Neuroses 
The Structure of Neuroses 
Readings in Psychoanalysis (1) 
Readings in Psychoanalysis (2) 
Clinical Conferences (1) 
Continuous Case Seminar 
Clinical Conferences (2) 
Psychoanalytic Technique 

The Interpretation of Dreams 
Child Analysis (Elective) 
Psychosomatic Medicine (Elective) 


Teachers and visiting lecturers: 


Time 


10 Seminars 
10 Lectures 
10 Lectures 
15 Lectures 
15 Seminars 
15 Seminars 
15 Seminars” 
30 Seminars 
15 Seminars 
15 Lectures 
10 Seminars 
10 Seminars 
10 Seminars 


Drs. Harmon S. Ephron Bernard S. Robbins 


Karen Horney Clara Thompson 
William V. Silverberg 


Sarah R. Kelman 


Tentative Program of the Extension courses at the 
New School for Social Research 


Fundamental Problems of Psychoanalysis 


Course of 15 lectures with discussions, beginning in the 
fall, given by Drs. Karen Horney and Clara Thompson 


Seminar on the Interpretation of Dreams 


Seminar of 15 hours, beginning in the fall, given by Drs. 
Erich Fromm and Bernard S. Robbins 


Society and Psychoanalysis 


Course of 15 lectures with discussion, beginning in the 
spring, given by Drs. Erich Fromm, Ralph Linton, Harold 
Lasswell, Margaret Mead and other specialists to be 
announced 


Case Seminar on the Structure of Personality and Culture 


Seminar of 15 hours, beginning in the spring, given by 
Drs. Karen Horney, Erich Fromm, Harold Lasswell and 
Harmon Ephron 


These courses are open to graduate and post-graduate students of psychology, 
‘sociology, anthropology, physicians, graduate social workers and others upon 
personal application to the lecturers. 
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